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Online Sermon – 07 June 2020 

One day after worship, an elder of a church went to count the offering, just like he always 
did. On this particular Sunday, however, he had company: a five-year-old boy who wanted 
to help! This elder was a kind man, so he readily agreed to the child’s request. The boy 
helped him stack up the different bills into nice piles, neatly spread out on a table. 

Once this task was completed, the boy took a few steps backwards and looked 
expectantly at the stacks of neatly counted bills. The elder looked at him with curiosity and 
asked, "What’s the matter, son?" The child, in deep concentration, replied: "I’m just 
waiting."  "And what are you waiting for?" "I’m waiting," the little boy said patiently, "For 
God to pick up the money!" The elder just stared at him, flabbergasted. "Mom told me that 
this money goes to God," the boy continued, "So, I’m waiting for God to pick it up." Before 
the elder could respond, the little boy said thoughtfully, "I wonder if we have to turn around 
so that we don’t see God picking it up?" 

This charming little story captures something of the innocence of children and their 
willingness to believe what seems to be the impossible. It is wonderful, even inspiring, but 
at the same time it is the magical stuff of a child’s imagination. If an adult thought the same 
we would assume something was wrong with them. We have learned that God doesn’t 
work that way. If anything, we have gone too far in the other direction. We have become 
sceptics, unable to accept something unless we can see and touch it with our own eyes 
and hands.  

Today is Trinity Sunday, the day when many thousands of preachers throughout the world 
get up and talk on that great mystery that we call ‘The Trinity’. To many people this whole 
doctrine seems a pointless waste of time, something impossible made up by theologians 
centuries ago, and no longer relevant. In case you are not sure, the doctrine of the Trinity 
says that God has a threefold nature – the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Each of these 
three is equally and fully God. The doctrine of the Trinity is an attempt to make sense of 
how God could be both three and one at the same time. It is a bit like a map to guide 
people and help prevent them from making false turns.  

And I think that is the key to understanding it, it was meant to protect the church from 
heresies, heresies that could lead the church down dangerous paths. I will give you one 
example to explain what I mean. Throughout much of church history, many have thought 
that the Trinity is like a hierarchy, with God the Father at the top, then the Son, and then 
the Holy Spirit. But this view is potentially very dangerous. Societies that think God is a 
hierarchy naturally expect that society should reflect this, and so they also tend to be in 
favour of a powerful ruling class, and often see nothing wrong with widespread poverty, or 
even slavery. A study of history reveals that the church has often used a false doctrine of 
the Trinity to justify all sorts of wrong. Many in the Church in South Africa used this 
hierarchical idea of the Trinity to justify Apartheid. 

In the church’s year, Trinity Sunday is the day when we can stand back from the 
extraordinary sequence of events that we’ve been celebrating for the previous five 
months—Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Good Friday, Easter, Ascension, 
Pentecost—and discover what the word ‘god’ might actually mean. We have heard how 
God became human in Jesus Christ. We have heard about the amazing things that Jesus 
did during his ministry on this earth and how he died on the cross so that we might live. 
We have heard how he was raised from the dead and appeared to the disciples and then 
ascended to heaven to be with God the Father. And finally we have heard how the Holy 
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Spirit came to the first disciples at Pentecost and comes to all those who follow Christ. 

Bishop N. T. Wright described this lead up to Trinity Sunday very well, and I would like to 
read to you his words:  
These events function as a sequence of well-aimed hammer-blows which knock at the clay 
jars of the gods we want, the gods who reinforce our own pride or prejudice, until they fall 
away and reveal instead a very different god, a dangerous god, a subversive god, a god 
who comes to us like a blind beggar with wounds in his hands, a god who comes to us in 
wind and fire, in bread and wine, in flesh and blood: a god who says to us, ‘You did not 
choose me; I chose you.’ 

You see, the doctrine of the Trinity, properly understood, is as much a way of saying ‘we 
don’t know’ as of saying ‘we do know.’ The doctrine of the Trinity is, if you like, a signpost 
pointing ahead into the dark, saying: ‘Trust me; follow me; my love will keep you safe.’ Or, 
perhaps better, the doctrine of the Trinity is a signpost pointing into a light which gets 
brighter and brighter until we are dazzled and blinded, but which says: ‘Come, and I will 
make you children of light.’  

In July 2010, Paul Crowther, professor of astrophysics from the University of Sheffield's 
Department of Physics and Astronomy, announced that he and his research team had 
discovered a star they described as the brightest star ever found in the universe. Not even 
a welder's helmet would help you face the light from this giant. The mass of the star is 
roughly 265 times that of our sun. But that's nothing. The brightness of this star is some 10 
million times greater than the light coming from our sun! 

Think about that: The star is not twice as bright as our sun, which would be overwhelming 
in itself if it were the sun that our earth orbited. It is not just 10 times brighter, which is a 
light so bright we can hardly imagine it. It is not a hundred times brighter or a thousand 
times brighter than our sun. It is not even a million times brighter! This newly identified star 
is ten million times brighter than our sun!  

How can anything be that bright? How could any human being survive being anywhere 
near such a star and not be destroyed? Thinking about this star, which is a creation of 
God, gives us a sense of what the glorious presence of God is like, for Scripture says that 
God is a being who "lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see." 

My hope and prayer is that we do not let the skeptic in us destroy the sense of wonder, 
awe and mystery that is the right response to the majesty of God and to the creation. May 
we learn from that little child, and the little child within us. Amen.  


