
Online worship – 04 Oct 2020 ‘It’s a team effort’ 

There is something wrong in the picture I am about to show you. [Show picture of boy running a race] 

Now I know the runner looks like a cartoon character, such as ‘Astro Boy’, but there is something else not 
quite right. There is something missing if it is meant to best communicate the ChrisDan way of life. What do 
you think it is? 

I’ll give you a clue by asking asking another quesDon. What is the main difference between a  100 metres 
sprint and a replay race?   [Pause] 

Yes, he is alone! There is no one cheering him on, the coach is missing, and he is running the race all by 
himself. The cross on his back is a nice touch, but if this drawing was to show what running the ChrisDan 
race is really like, it would need to have other people in at as well. 

And perhaps the race should also be a relay race, because there are people that come before us, and who 
have passed the baton on to us. And likewise, there are people who follow us, people that we pass the 
baton on to, so that the race might conDnue. The ChrisDan way of life is definitely a team effort. 

Today’s readings tell us something about what this race, this team effort, should look like. In Philippians we 
hear Paul describe how all the things he might have once counted as a gain, as a plus in life, he now counts 
as a loss. The most important thing for him was to know Jesus Christ and the power of the resurrecDon. And 
so he presses on towards this goal and encourages the Philippians to do the same.  

In the second of today’s readings, from the Gospel of MaShew, we hear Jesus describe how the religious 
authoriDes of the Dme had got it all wrong, how they had let the side down. In fact, they were so bad that 
they had to be removed from the team and replaced by others. This is what Jesus said, 

‘I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the 
fruits of the kingdom.’ 

He also told them a parable, a parable about a vineyard. He obviously enjoyed parables about vineyards, 
since this is the third week in a row we’ve goSen to hear one of his vineyard stories: labourers in the 
vineyard, two sons asked to go work in the vineyard, and now, rebellious tenants in the vineyard. It made 
sense for him to use the vineyard in his parables, because the vineyard was a well-known symbol for the 
Israeli naDon, or the people of God, and so he could use the vineyard as a way of teaching about the 
Kingdom of God. In today’s parable,  

‘A landowner planted a vineyard, put a fence around it,  dug a hole for a wine press, and built a 
watchtower. Then the landowner leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest 
Ame had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his share of the produce.’ 

But the tenants killed, beat or stoned the slaves that the owner sent, so the owner finally decided to send 
his son. Then they even killed the son. Clearly, Jesus was likening the tenants to the religious leaders of the 
people of Israel. They acted as if the Kingdom of God belonged to them and that they were free to do with 
it whatever they chose. Even more than that, they rejected and killed the prophets that were sent to them, 
unDl finally they killed God’s own Son. They didn’t bear fruit and so the Kingdom of God was to be taken 
away from them and given to another.  

But we would be mistaken to conclude that this parable has nothing to say to us. MaShew included the 
parable in the Gospel for a very good reason. It forces us to ask the quesDon, ‘What kind of tenants are 
we?’ The vineyard belongs to God, not to us; we are only there because God has put us there, or allowed us 
to be there. But we are responsible for whatever fruit the vineyard, or in our case the church, produces. 

Now we might not be guilty in the same way as those religious leaders, but that doesn’t mean we are 
excellent tenants, beyond criDcism and reproach for the way we do things. Unfortunately, I think most 
ChrisDans are not very good team players when it come to their faith. 
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I was once a teacher in a High School, and I was required to umpire an Australian Rules game of football 
every now and again. One thing that struck me, was how almost all the players deserted their proper 
posiDon on the field, and flocked together in a great mass, and followed the ball around the field. They 
didn’t play as a team; instead they played together as a bunch of individuals. They didn’t have a strategy; 
they just did what they did.  

The western world has turned ChrisDanity into a purely individual and privaDsed faith. We have lost faith in 
the power of the gathered community of believers to bring about real change. And we usually don’t have a 
strategy in the things we do. It is like we a team going out to play, without a pre-game plan, or at the best, 
going out with preSy much the same one every single Dme. If the world didn’t change very much, that 
might work, but we are living in a rapidly changing period of Dme. We need a strategy. We need a game 
plan. But we have reason to be very hopeful. 

A`er Jesus describes the violent way the tenant farmers treated the servants and finally the landowner’s 
own son, he asks them how the landowner will treat the tenant farmers. They answer Jesus by saying that 
the landowner will bring “those wretches to a wretched end.” A`er all that is the way of the world. Violence 
begets violence. But Jesus knew this was not quite the whole story. He goes on to describe how, ‘The stone 
the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.’ In other words, God did not give up. No maSer what 
violent acts were commiSed against Jesus, the Father would see that the vineyard would thrive. The things 
that the world might not see as important, are important to God, and even more than that, God uses them. 
Through Christ, God gives us a future.  

And one of the best ways we can contribute to this future is to make sure that we look a`er our small part 
of God’s vineyard well. We are partners with God in protecDng and nurturing all that he has created. To 
bear fruit is then to return to God a healthy vineyard. We someDmes call this good stewardship, and it is 
much more than pueng some money into the plate. It is also about how we live our lives as part of the 
community of faith. And we can learn from today’s parable because it moves us beyond the potenDally 
narrow focus of individual responsibility to our corporate responsibility for the "whole" vineyard God has 
given us to protect and nurture. The Church of God is a team, with Jesus at its head. We work best when we 
work as a team following the One we call our Lord.  

This year has been extremely challenging, but it also has provided us with an opportunity to explore other 
ways of being church, including other ways of meeDng together. Some of these we will inevitably take into 
the future with us, parDcularly our increased focussed on online acDviDes and how we use them to further 
the mission of God.  

Let us make sure that we tend the vineyard well, and when the harvest comes, the produce is offered to the 
true owner of the vineyard, the One Holy and Almighty God. Let us also do what we can to work together so 
that this harvest is bounDful. We have all the reason in the world to be hopeful, for we know that the one 
who gave himself up for us on the cross, and was then raised to life, is with us.  Let us go into the world 
determined to be good stewards of all that God has entrusted to us.  

Let us pray:   

Great God, fill our hearts with gladness for the Scriptures,  
for the tradiAons and the teachings that have been passed down to us.  

Fill our minds with quesAons so that we can challenge the ways of the world  
and think differently so that we can follow You with full hearts.  

Fill our lives with the presence of one another, that we may know our neighbours and love them as 
ourselves. Help us to think differently, to love deeply, and to live in peace with one another,  
caring for those in need as our brother and sister.  

In the name of Jesus the Christ, our Brother, our Friend, and our Saviour, we pray. Amen. 
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